
Reading List for POA Comprehensive Exam: Advanced Policy Analysis 
 
This is a guide to important scholars and concepts in the field. This is not an exhaustive list, 
rather a starting point to deepen your knowledge and prepare for the comp. Attached to each 
of these scholars are specific concepts, theories, and findings. In order to prepare for the 
comprehensive exam, you should have a thorough understanding of the topics in the covered 
fields, knowledge of these scholars, as well as a wider understanding of related scholars, 
theories, and concepts. You should also use your course syllabi is a guide for the important 
aspects of each aspect of the exam.  
 
Herbert Simon 
John Kingdon 
Michael Lipsky 
Frank Baumgartner 
Harold Lasswell 
Eugene Bardach 
Peter deLeon 
Thomas Dye 
John Dryzek 
Richard Culp 
Charles Lindblom 
Helen Ingram 
Hank Jenkins-Smith 
Paul Sabatier 
Kevin Smith 
James March 
Kenneth Meier 
Elinor Ostrom 
Aaron Wildavsky 
Karin Martin 
John Worrell 

Dagan and Teles 
Peter Enns 
Paul Sabatier 
Anne Schneider 
Deborah Stone 
David Truman 
James Q. Wilson 
Phillip Cook 
Joshua Hill et al. 
Jennifer Doleac 
Ayobami Laniyonu 
Cost Benefit Analysis 
Implementation 
Punctuated equilibrium 
Decision making 
Rationality 
Policy design 
Randomization 
Data  
Experimentation 
Quasi-experiment 

Random Assignment 
Polling 
Policy stages 
Policy typology 
Bounded rationality 
Policy sciences 
Tiebout Model 
Institutionalism 
Collective action 
Issue Network 
Focusing event 
Advocacy Coalition 
Status quo 
Incrementalism 
Pareto Efficiency 
Post-Positivism 
Program evaluation 
Social constructions 
Social utility 
Agenda Setting 
  



Sample Comprehensive Questions, CJ POA 

 Public policy changes when _________. 

Finish that sentence with an essay that 

synthesizes the competing views on what 

leads to policy change. You should cite 

specific scholars who offer different 

theoretical explanations and also empirical 

findings to support your answer. 

 Eugene Bardach’s Eightfold Path offers to 

make public policy problem solving more 

effective. To what extent do you agree or 

disagree with Bardach’s contention? How 

do you reconcile the criticism of Bardach 

and similar approaches to policy analysis? 

 Compare and contrast the explanations of 

policy change between John Kingdon and 

Charles Lindblom. Describe an example 

from criminal justice policy that illustrates 

each scholar’s theory of policy change. 

 How does public opinion relate to criminal 

justice policy? Describe a conceptual 

framework that connects public opinion to 

criminal justice policy. What are the 

mechanisms that link the various parts of 

your framework together? Illustrate your 

example with a specific criminal justice 

policy analysis example. 

 To what degree are the policy sciences 

democratic? In answering this question, 

please address specific theoretical 

arguments, the authors who have made 

them, and the reasons you agree or 

disagree with their arguments. 

 United States criminal justice policy making 

occurs within a federal-system of 

government. How does this federal system 

affect local criminal justice policy 

outcomes? Describe at least one policy 

example to illustrate your response. Would 

a different system of policy making lead to 

different policy outcomes? 

 Criminal justice policy analysis often suffers 

from “small N problems.” Discuss why this 

problem is particularly acute to policy 

analysis, methodological/data collection 

ways to address the problem, and a specific 

criminal justice policy example that 

demonstrates how you would overcome 

the problem in your own research. 

 Eugene Bardach suggests that using 

analogies is an important way to do policy 

analysis, especially for data collection. What 

does he mean by this? Provide two 

examples from criminal justice policy to 

illustrate your answer. What are the limits 

to using analogies in criminal justice policy 

analysis? 

 For policy analysis to make problem solving 

more effective, must we assume that 

criminal justice policy makers are rational? 

If so, explain why. If not, explain why? 

Support your answer by discussion 

important theoretical ideas from the study 

of advanced policy analysis. 

 Smith and Larimer write: “The “policy 

sciences” were first and foremost about 

bringing the scientific process into the study 

of public policy.” Evaluate this statement by 

summarizing the historical development of 

the field of policy analysis.  

 What is the difference between “define the 

problem” and “construct the alternatives” 

according to Eugene Bardach? Why is each 

step necessary to complete an effective 

policy analysis according to the Eightfold 

Path? Provide clear examples to illustrate 

your answer. 

 


