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Core Courses in the English Major 

LIT 371  Topics in Medieval Literature 
Prerequisite: ENG 201; LIT 260 or permission of the instructor 

LIT 371 Section 501 Nbr: 3954 TUNG MTuWTh 9:00 AM 12:30 PM 
Arthurian Tales: Knightly Love.  Read all about the knights and ladies of King Arthur's court--of their deeds of 
valor and naughty exploits! Sex and sin abound in these tales, which ask the eternal questions of "what is 
love?" and "what is justice?" We will look at love and violence, medieval theories of sexuality, and ideas of 
political order. From Lancelot and Guinevere's adultery to Chaucer's monk and friar (whose sports were far 
from holy), we will encounter some of the most famous characters in medieval literature, who, alas!, studied 
the manuals about courtly love more carefully than the ones about ideal knighthood (but we will read both, of 
course, and much else besides).  This is a Writing Intensive section. 

Literature Courses 

LIT 237 Literature as Witness 
Prerequisite: ENG 101 

LIT 237 Section 599 Nbr: 51828 RINCON ONLINE 
This course investigates how literature represents, engages and reflects upon issues and events in their historical 
moment. Students will explore literary genre, form, and styles while learning how literature narrates and shapes 
present and past events. Course topics may include wars and religion, family models, social resistance, reformations 
and renaissances. Critical and writing skills will be enhanced through close analysis of texts and the application of 
basic literary concepts and methods of interpretation. 

LIT 313  Shakespeare 
Prerequisite: ENG 201, and any 200-level LIT course or HJS 250 

LIT 313 Section 599 Nbr: 51831 MAJESKE ONLINE 
In this fully online class we will read carefully four of Shakespeare’s greatest plays, one tragedy (Julius Caesar), one 
comedy (As You Like It), and two plays that defy easy characterization—The Merchant of Venice & Measure for 
Measure. Shakespeare's plays are engaged with the complexities of his time, and they also speak to ours. Working 
with a selection of plays, students will develop skills in the close reading of early-modern drama, learning how 
character, language, and dramatic form (tragedy, comedy, history, romance) shape meaning. They will analyze the 
intellectual, moral, social and political issues that Shakespeare explores, especially those involving justice, 
governance, the family, race, and gender. Because Shakespeare wrote his plays for performance, students will 
also enjoy watching superb movie versions of them!     

Literature and the Law Courses 

LIT 326 Crime, Punishment, and Justice in U.S. Literature 
Prerequisite: ENG 201 and junior standing or above 

LIT 326 Section 599 Nbr: 3617 COPPOLA ONLINE 
It seems like every third TV show has a detective these days.  Let’s face it—America needs detective fiction to make 
sense of our vexed history of crime and punishment, and this class will offer you a critical introduction to the genre. 
Created by Edgar Allan Poe, it crosses the pond and gets refined into the classical detective fictions of Sherlock  
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LIT 326 Crime, Punishment, and Justice in U.S. Literature (continued) 
Holmes and A. A. Milne, before it is re-appropriated by 20th-century American authors like Dashiell Hammett and 
Raymond Chandler, who recast it in their distinctive, “hard-boiled” style.  We will read these fascinating texts for 
their literary and aesthetic values, but particularly for the ideologies about class, nation, gender, race and deviance 
that they encode. While the reading load will not be overwhelming in this brief Winter Session course, there will be 
lots of interactive activities to keep you engaged and thinking about these gripping and socially influential texts. 

LIT 327  Crime, Punishment, and Justice in World Literatures 
Prerequisite: ENG 201 and junior standing or above 

LIT 327 Section 599 Nbr: 3591 HENDRICK ONLINE 
Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey.  We will be reading portions of Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey to investigate the course’s 
theme of “crime, punishment, and justice.”  Filled with stories from Greek mythology, you will learn about the 
warriors who battled during the Trojan War as well as the problems Odysseus faced on his way home. Thousands of 
years later, the legends shared in these two epic poems are still enjoyed today.  This course will use Blackboard 
extensively -- you will be able to submit your written work, watch class related videos, and take straightforward 
reading quizzes on the system.  The course will move very quickly so try not to schedule too many other obligations 
over the winter session. 

Writing Courses 

ENG 235  Writing for Management, Business and Public Administration  
Prerequisite: ENG 201 

ENG 235 Section 598 Nbr: 51822 MCBETH ONLINE 
ENG 235 Section 599 Nbr: 51826 MCBETH ONLINE 

In the world of business and management, people write letters, resumes, memoranda, minutes, newsletters, 
reports, and brochures all for the purpose of getting things done.  Through their written words, they want to elicit 
responses, attain employment, notify and/or request action, report activities and progress, inform and, perhaps 
even, persuade an audience to do something.  In this business writing course, we will consider how authors of 
administrative documents craft their words to make things happen and, then, students will practice these 
composing techniques. 

ENG 245  Creative Nonfiction  
Prerequisite: ENG 201 

ENG 245 Section 501 Nbr: 51834 WHITESTONE ONLINE 
What is Creative Nonfiction? It’s turning a collection of photos into a story; it’s narrating travel adventures; it’s 
taking a risk through a personal essay; it’s exploring and questioning art or science or music or nature. It’s writing 
that is true, and real, and above all, revealing. 

ENG 380  Selected Topics in Creative Writing 
Prerequisite: ENG 201 

ENG 380 Section 599 Nbr: 3657 ARNOLDI ONLINE 
Writing and Creating the Graphic Novel is an elective for the English Major/Minor and the Writing Minor though all 
interested students are welcome.  We will be reading several graphic novels and discussing elements of creating a 
story including plot, inciting incident, voice, character, setting, timing and dialogue.  We will be writing from 
prompts as we develop our story ideas and then we will begin writing and creating our graphic novel, one page at a 
time.  Students can choose to just write a professional script for a graphic novel or to draw and write the graphic 
novel. No prior drawing or art experience is necessary. We will be discussing techniques of drawing and composition 
and making pencil sketches to indicate images, refining those images and inking the pages for students who choose 
to draw and write the graphic novel. 
 


